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Pope Gregory in every sentiment he utters, and every
expression he employs. Does Gregory bid the faithful
lift up their eyes to Mary the sole destroyer of heresies ?
The Roman ritual in the Lesser Office of the holy Vir-
gin thus addresses her, " Rejoice, 0 Mary Virgin; thou
alone hast destroyed all heresies in the whole world:"
And again: "Under thy protection we take refuge,
holy parent of God; despise not thou our prayers in
our necessities, but from all dangers ever deliver us, O
glorious and blessed Virgin." Does Gregory assure the
faithful that he will implore in humble prayer of Peter
and Paul ? in doing so he is only treading in the very
footsteps of the Roman Church itself. In an address,
which we have already quoted\ Peter is thus invoked.
"Now O good shepherd, merciful Peter, accept the
prayers of us who supplicate, and loose the bands of
our sins, by the power committed to thee, by which
thou shuttest heaven against all by a word, and openest
it."

These things are now; but from the beginning it
was not so.

1 See p. 262.